Landmark Commission Agenda
Via Conference - Zoom
Wednesday, May 25, 2022, 7PM
This virtual meeting is being held pursuant to Chapters 113 and 115 of the Codified
Ordinances (as amended in Ordinance 22-28), and Resolution 22-29, enacted on March 22,
2022.
Join the Zoom meeting from a PC, Mac, iPad, iPhone or Android device. Join online to
listen and watch at: https://zoom.us/j/96312246076?
pwd=T3VMNzN3eFVyN2lRemZsY1BabFc0UT09, Password: 33553400; or join by phone to listen
at 833-548-0276 (toll free); Webinar ID: 963 1224 6076, Password: 33553400.
1. Approval of Minutes from the March 23, 2022 Meeting
Documents:
2. LC MINUTES_03-23-2022.PDF
2. Certificate of Appropriateness: 3455 Norwood Road (St. Dominic School)—New Playground
and Relocated Dumpster Enclosures.
St. Dominic School, property owner. Represented by Maureen Covington and Joe
Manning.
Documents:
3. 3455 NORWOOD MEMO_5-25-22.PDF
4. 3455 NORWOOD (ST. DOMINIC SCHOOL) - APPLICATION MATERIALS.PDF
3. Certificate of Appropriateness: 18506 Winslow Road—Glass Block Windows.
Brandon Pfeiffer, property owner.
Documents:
5. 18506 WINSLOW MEMO_5-25-22.PDF
6. 18506 WINSLOW - APPLICATION MATERIALS.PDF
4. Discussion on future format of Landmark commission meetings.
Documents:
7. LC MEETING FORMAT DISCUSSION MEMO_5-25-22.PDF
5. Staff approvals.
Documents:

7. LC MEETING FORMAT DISCUSSION MEMO_5-25-22.PDF
5. Staff approvals.
Documents:
8. STAFF APPROVAL REPORT MAY 2022.PDF
6. Other business.
To request an accommodation for a person with a disability, call the City's ADA
Coordinator at 216-491-1440, or Ohio Relay Service at 711 for TTY users.

Landmark Commission / Architectural Board of Review Minutes
Wednesday, March 23, 2022
7 P.M.
Via Zoom Webinar
Members Present:

Nancy Moore, Landmark Commission, Chair
Crystal Montgomery, Landmark Commission, Member
Jason Carroll, Landmark Commission, Member
Meghan Hays, Landmark Commission, Member

Others Present:

Cameron Roberts, Planner
Dan Feinstein, Senior Planner
Robert Sullivan, Architectural Board of Review, Member
Hans Walter, Architectural Board of Review, Member

The meeting was called to order by Chair Moore at 7:00 p.m.
*

*

*

*

Approval of the December 8, 2021, Meeting Minutes
It was moved by Ms. Hays and seconded by Ms. Montgomery to approve the minutes.
Ayes:
Nays:

All
None

Motion Carried.
*

*

*

*

Certificate of Appropriateness: 2500 Kemper Road (Cleveland Skating Club) - Façade
Alterations. Alan Feuerman – Cleveland Skating Club, Marco Ciccarelli – studio TECHNE architects.
Mr. Roberts presented the project proposal detailing plans to make exterior alterations to the south
façade of the building, which is located in the Shaker Square Historic District and therefore requires
review by both the Landmark Commission and the Architectural Board of Review. Mr. Roberts
explained that the building where these proposed alteration will take place was built in 1937.
Mr. Roberts said the applicant proposes to remove the existing cedarwood paneling, which is not
original to the building, and will fill the 12 original window openings behind the paneling with
Kalwall. He explained that Staff was not able to determine the exact date of the panel installation,
but a 1971 photo of the building, with original windows, shows that the paneling was installed after
1971 and likely before the Historic District was established in 1980.
Mr. Roberts stated that the proposed Kalwall windows will be translucent, provide daylighting, and
will provide insulation as well. The Kalwall windows will have a gray finish consistent with the rest

of the building. The applicant also has plans to replace the gutters and downspouts on the same
façade, as a like for like replacement.
Mr. Roberts reviewed the design guidelines for consideration and stated that there is no Landmark
Commission precedent for the proposed Kalwall material. He continued, saying that in May of 2020
staff administratively approved the installation of new gutters and downspouts on the Cleveland
Skating Club with the conditions that they match existing conditions and be a dark bronze finish.
and that staff has approved installation of new gutters and downspouts on this building.
Mr. Roberts stated that staff recognizes that the proposal uses a modern material to approximate the
historic look of the building, that the window openings are a mostly utilitarian part of the building
exterior and are not critical to the design of the building, and finally, the window replacement is a
reversible alteration that minimally interrupts the original materials. Based on these, Mr. Roberts
explained that staff is recommending approval of the application with one condition, that the
replacement gutters and downspouts shall be the same size and shape as the existing system and be a
dark bronze finish.
Mr. Roberts explained they have corresponded with the applicant, who plans to satisfy this
condition, however, the application materials do not detail this condition and it is being presented
here as a condition of this proposal, for approval.
Mr. Feinstein pointed out this is an applied condition to a building that will be replacing an old, applied
condition. He continued, stating that the Architectural Board of Review is looking to see that this is an
appropriate change to this building, whether historic or not.
Mr. Ciccarelli, project architect, explained that the Skating Club has been in a cycle of building upgrades
and maintenance improvements that will continue. He said this is an opportunity to replace an applied
material from the ‘70s and allow for more daylighting which will improve energy efficiency. After looking
at several options they decided on the Kalwall due to the southern sun exposure and protection from
breaking. He explained the Kalwall is sympathetic to the original muntin patterns in the windows as well
as being able to organize them in a similar fashion to the original building windows.
Mr. Sullivan shared that he saw in the presentation that the Kalwall muntins will be a gray or dark gray to
match the building, however, the gutters and downspouts will be a dark bronze. Mr. Sullivan asked Mr.
Ciccarelli what elements in the building are already the dark that will be matched with the new Kalwall
windows.
Mr. Ciccarelli stated that there are elements of the dark gray in the brick and in the aluminum and other
places around the building like flashings and trims.
Chair Moore stated that this may be a precedent for future projects where Kalwall may come before the
Commission and asked for opinions on this new material.
Ms. Montgomery stated that Kalwall does not replace original windows well, however, she feels the
Kalwall window replacement does not disturb the view from the street and does not see any issues with
using the Kalwall. She stated that the Kalwall is not historically correct, but it will not be in the primary
view of the building.
Mr. Walter stated that the Commission should be sure to mention this is a commercial building and that
we would not want to see this in a residential application. He does feel it is appropriate for the Skating
Club and the pattern of the windows does make sense in this application.
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Mr. Carroll agrees and feels Kalwall is a good material, and this situation is an appropriate use of the
material.
Ms. Hays asked about the condition of the existing windows.
Mr. Ciccarelli explained that the original windows are no longer there, and the original window openings
are the only thing behind the cedarwood paneling.
Ms. Montgomery reiterated that the Kalwall windows are reversible and can be replaced if a future owner
wishes to replace them with more historically appropriate windows.
Ms. Hays moved to approve the Certificate of Appropriateness for the application with the
aforementioned condition that the gutters and downspouts match the building conditions. She also stated
that the Commission should include additional information in the approval, stating that there are reasons
this is going forward such the commercial setting and not being visible from the street.
Chair Moore asked Mr. Roberts to read back the conditions as a motion.
Mr. Roberts stated that the application should be approved with the additional recognition that this
approval is based on the fact that this is a commercial building, not residential, and that this façade cannot
be clearly seen from a street view, and with the one condition that the gutter and downspout systems be
replaced like for like with the new system being the same size and shape and being a dark bronze finish.
Ms. Montgomery asked if they could add one more comment to the new motion. She asked that they add
that the windows are reversible.
Ms. Hays moved to approve the revised motion as stated by Mr. Roberts and Ms. Montgomery, and
detailed below:
Approval with one condition:
1. Replacement gutters and downspouts shall be the same size and shape as the existing system and
be a dark bronze finish.
Approval based on the following circumstances unique to this application:
1.
The Cleveland Skating Club is a non-residential building.
2.
The southern ice rink façade is set back far from Kemper Road and cannot be easily viewed
from the street.
3.
The proposal is a reversible alteration.
Ms. Montgomery seconded the motion.
Ayes:
Nays:

All
None

The Architectural Board of Review also approved the application with the same conditions listed
above.
*

Landmark Commission 3/23/2022

*

*

*

Page 3 of 7

Warrensville West Cemetery Historic Preservation Master Plan – Request to recommend
adoption of the plan to the City Planning Commission. Cameron Roberts – Planner, Kara Hamley
O’Donnell – Principal Planner.
Mr. Roberts shared a presentation of the final Historic Preservation Master Plan for the Warrensville
West Cemetery. He explained that the project consultants presented a draft of the plan the last
Commission meeting in December where there was a discussion between Commission members and
members of the public. Mr. Roberts stated that since then they have finalized the plan and none of the
key content has changed since the December presentation. There was minor editing done to the
language and to ensure everything in the plan is historically accurate.
Mr. Roberts explained the plan has also been reviewed by Ohio History Connection since the plan was
partially funded by a Certified Local Government grant and Ohio History Connection has approved the
final plan.
Mr. Roberts stated that this plan was a partnership between Shaker Historical Society and the Shaker
Heights Public Library to create an informed framework for restoring and improving the cemetery.
Mr. Roberts reviewed the key goals of the Masterplan which include (1) greater visibility, (2) increased
us of the Cemetery through passive uses, (3) improved access, (4) preservation and conservation of
historic resources, (5) branding and historic interpretation, and (6) landscape enhancements.
Mr. Roberts explained the Ground Penetrating Radar (GPR) process used at the site to determine the
location of any unmarked graves, so they have a better understanding of what is underground, in order
to make informed recommendations for physical improvements to the site.
Mr. Roberts described the Gravestone Inventory and Assessment process conducted by the consultants
for every visible gravestone in the cemetery, which included photo documentation, the notation of GPS
coordinates, documenting existing conditions, prioritizing restoration based on conditions, and
providing recommendations for the treatment of each gravestone.
Mr. Roberts talked about the volunteer Gravestone Preservation Workshop conducted as part of the
process. He explained that they were led by the consultant, Ta Mara Conde, who is an expert in the
restoration of gravestones. Volunteers who attended were taught how to clean gravestones and reset
them. In total, 16 gravestones were cleaned and 8 were reset during the Workshops.
Mr. Roberts reviewed the Landscape and Amenities Plan created for the Masterplan which included
looking at the existing conditions and providing a conceptual plan for proposed improvements. He
shared that the plan recommends historically sensitive changes to the landscaping at the site, such as
creating a mown path, but letting areas around the grown paths grow out naturally. He stated that the
landscape plan also includes removing and replacing problematic bushes and trees on the site, including
overgrown bushes on the perimeter which have overtaken gravestones and also obscure views. Mr.
Roberts described the two new proposed entries to the cemetery, including a more formal, ADA
accessible entry at the southeast corner and a more visible entrance from Lee Rd. Other additions
include benches and interpretive signage.
Mr. Roberts shared examples of the proposed signage that will describe key details about the cemetery
and new QR posts where visitors can learn more about the cemetery and those who are buried there.
Mr. Roberts reviewed additional components of the Masterplan including project phasing to prioritize
the order of improvements, guidance of establishment of a Friends Group, and cost estimates and
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funding opportunities. He shared that they applied for a grant through the Ohio History Connection to
begin restoring the high priority gravestones. He described there are sections on cost estimates and
additional funding opportunities which will be helpful when applying for additional grants in the future.
Mr. Roberts shared that the request and recommended action is for the Landmarks Commission to
recommend adoption of this plan to the City Planning Commission who would then hear a similar
presentation at their April 5, 2022, meeting and there would be a request for them to recommend
adoption to City Council and the plan would be presented to City Council on April 25, 2022.
Chair Moore asked Ms. Hays if she would like to add any additional information since she has been
involved in the project through her roles at the Library and Historical Society.
Ms. Hays stated that Mr. Roberts summarized everything well and asked Mr. Roberts if the consultants
provided digital files of the GPS location maps and the grave inventory created by the Ground
Penetrating Radar.
Mr. Roberts answered that the consultants provided the final plan as well as backup information and
working documents including spreadsheets and GPS files.
Mr. Walter asked if there are any living members of any of the families that are in the Cemetery.
Ms. Hays explained that people regularly contact her about genealogical information, including people
who are descendants of those buried with headstones and descendants of Shakers buried in the mass
grave on the southeast side of the cemetery.
Mr. Walter asked if working with these descendants is a way to start a Friends Group.
Ms. Hays stated they have made note of these individuals as potential members of a Friends Group, but
they are not necessarily all local.
Chair Moore explained that this Masterplan can serve as a model for other rural cemetery restorations
throughout Ohio because it is the first Master Plan for a cemetery of this size. She explained there is
potential for another grant for the City which will provide funding for the restoration of the most
dangerous gravestones so they can be prioritized and preserved.
Ms. Hays pointed out that Mr. Roberts should discuss that this project was a historic preservation
priority of the state of Ohio and will be used as a model, when the Master Plan is presented at future
meetings.
Mr. Carroll stated that many cemeteries are afterthoughts and forgotten and this project is setting a
great precedent. Mr. Carroll asked what the overall budget is for the full restoration, in Appendix E.
Mr. Roberts shared that the conceptual cost opinion shared by the consultants estimated approximately
$136,000 to implement the entire plan.
Ms. Hamley O’Donnell asked Mr. Roberts if that estimate is at the very end of the Master Plan.
Mr. Roberts shared that it is in Appendix E on page 284.
Chair Moore mentioned the Lee Road planning process and that due to the location of the Warrensville
West Cemetery there are opportunities to make the most of the corridor restoration and include the
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Cemetery in this plan as well to support funding of the Warrensville West Cemetery Historic
Preservation Master Plan, in response to Mr. Carroll’s question about the budget.
Ms. Hays shared her hopes to fulfill many of the ideas in this Master Plan since the Landmark
Commission and the Planning Department have made such great progress.
Ms. Montgomery moved to recommend adoption of the Plan to the City Planning Commission.
Mr. Carroll seconded the motion.
Ayes:
Nays:

All
None
*

*

*

*

Staff Approvals
Chair Moore asked if there were any questions about the four items on the Staff Approval Report.
There were none.
Other Business
Chair Moore shared that remote meetings will no longer be mandated after April 8, 2022, and that City
Council has passed an ordinance allowing for flexibility of meetings by committees. She shared that the
Planning Department will discuss the best options for the Planning Commission meetings going
forward. She said the Landmark Commission has two options moving forward which include in-person
or remote. She shared that there may be an option to meet remotely and also have some in person
meetings and that the Planning Department will share their thoughts with the Landmark Commission
for further discussion. She shared that Landmark Commission attendance has been very good with
remote meetings to date but there may be other options moving forward.
Mr. Roberts stated that he anticipates having a bigger conversation about this at the next meeting in
April and that there is currently one potential application for the April 27 meeting.
Mr. Feinstein explained that the Architectural Board of Review will be having the same discussion
about future meetings and that Council Chambers has been equipped with cameras and there is now an
opportunity to have meetings that are both virtual and in person. He said you can currently watch a
Council meeting to see what this would be like. He shared that this may be difficult for a design review
body and the decision should be based on what is most appropriate for members and applicants.
Chair Moore explained that the hybrid City Council meetings would require meetings in Council
Chambers by moving tables together but would allow someone to attend virtually if they are unable to
be there in person. She said this can, however, cause a disadvantage if you are trying to participate in the
conversation virtually.
Ms. Hays asked if you would be counted as attending in the quorum even if you are virtual.
Chair Moore said yes, this is what has been decided because the conditions under which someone
would request to be remote cannot be controlled and the goal is for Commissions and Committees to
function well while responding to a variety of needs.
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Mr. Roberts explained there will be further discussion about how to conduct future meetings at the
April 27 meeting when more Landmark Commission members can be present.
*

*

*

*

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:06 p.m. The next meeting will be April
27, 2022.
_________________________________
Cameron Roberts, Secretary
Landmark Commission
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Memorandum
To:

Members of the Landmark Commission

From:

Daniel Feinstein, Senior Planner

Date:

May 25, 2022

Re:

Certificate of Appropriateness: 3455 Norwood Road (St. Dominic School)—New
Playground and Relocated Dumpster Enclosures. St. Dominic School, property owner.
Represented by Maureen Covington and Joe Manning.

Meeting:

May 25, 2022

2500 Kemper Road – Cleveland Skating Club (Current View of Façade)

Background
St. Dominic church was constructed in 1947-1948. It was designed by William Koehl, an area architect
known for his work for the Cleveland Catholic diocese. The St. Dominic School building, designed by Mr.
Koehl and his son Thomas, was constructed in 1951 -1952. The school and church are both located
within the Winslow Road Historic District, which was designated in 2007.

CITY OF SHAKER HEIGHTS I PLANNING DEPARTMENT

3400 LEE ROAD I SHAKER HEIGHTS, OH 44120 I TEL 216.491.1430 I FAX 216.491.1431 I OHIO RELAY SERVICE 711 I WEB shakeronline.com

Proposal
The applicant proposes a new playground and a relocated dumpster enclosure on the Van Aken
Boulevard side of the property.
The proposed playground area will be approximately 63’ x 42’ feet. The new play structure will be 19
feet tall and will be located 15 feet from the eastern property line. The color of the structure will be
primarily olive green and secondarily turf green, as shown in the submitted plans. A four foot tall black,
aluminum ornamental fence will be installed around the perimeter of the playground with three
entrance/exit gates.
The existing dumpsters are proposed to be relocated from its current location in the southeast corner of
the parking lot in order to accommodate the new playground. The dumpsters will be relocated closer to
the northeast corner of the parking lot and will be enclosed by a 6-foot tall, solid wood fence. The wood
fence enclosure will be painted white in order to match the white trim currently found on the St.
Dominic property.
The existing mature evergreen trees along Van Aken Boulevard will remain to shield the view of these
site alterations from the street. Furthermore, the applicant will be installing 18 evergreen trees (Nigra
Arborvitae) along the eastern property line to provide additional screening. The trees will be 6 feet tall
when planted.
The proposal was reviewed by the Board of Zoning Appeals at their April 5, 2022 meeting in order to
request variances to the recreational structure height and side yard setback, the number of parking
spaces, and the dumpster enclosure requirements. The Board of Zoning Appeals was supportive of the
proposal and continued in order for the applicant to submit the following:
1. Site plan drawn to scale including the playground and dumpster enclosure location and setbacks
from property lines; fencing location and lengths; parking lot and striping.
2. A detailed landscape plan of the new evergreen bushes/tree proposed along the eastern
property line, including size and species.
3. Fence specifications including design, dimensions and height.
4. Study adding striping to demarcate the safe pedestrian path along the wall of the building.
The application materials now include these elements. A revised application to the Board of Zoning
Appeals for their June 7, 2022 meeting has been submitted.
Landmark Commission Design Guidelines
The Landmark Commission Design Guidelines state the following excerpts related this to this
application:
“New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction should not destroy historic materials,
features, and spatial relationships that characterize the property. The new work should be differentiated
from the old and should be compatible with historic materials, features, size, scale and proportion, and
massing to protect the integrity of the property and its environment.”
“Ideally, any alteration or addition should be ‘reversible’ because a subsequent owner may wish to
restore the property to its original appearance.”

2

“Paint colors and fences are considered ‘impermanent’ alterations because they tend to have a limited
life span and can easily be changed back to an earlier appearance. However, an inappropriate paint
scheme or fence can dramatically alter the appearance of your property and these alterations should be
considered carefully.”
Landmark Commission Precedent
The following prior Landmark Commission review is relevant to this application:
2860 Coventry Road (Plymouth Church) - New Playground Equipment and Storage Structures
March 25, 2009 Joint Landmark Commission/Architectural Board of Review Meeting
 At this meeting, Plymouth Church proposed changes to the existing preschool playground on the
property, including replacement of playground equipment, adding new storage sheds, extending
paved playground surface, and relocating the playground fence. The changes were proposed to
comply with new playground safety standards that were going into effect.
 During this review, Architectural Board of Review members suggested Arborvitae or similar
shrubbery to appropriately screen the proposed alterations.
 The Landmark Commission and Architectural Board of Review approved the new playground
equipment with the condition that all play structures must have muted, earth tone colors and
have no roof elements.
Architectural Board of Review
The ABR does not review playground equipment that does not include an enclosed structure. The ABR
did review the Plymouth Church playground as that project included enclosed structures and retaining
walls which are reviewed by ABR.
Zoning
The zoning requirements for playground structures do include a maximum height of 15 feet and a side
yard setback requirement of 25 feet. The proposal is 19 feet tall to the peak and set 15 feet off the
eastern property line. A dumpster enclosure is required to be a solid brick wall with wood gates when
visible from residential development. The enclosure is a 6 foot tall wood fence.
The Board of Zoning Appeals did review, support and continue the project at their April meeting as
detailed in this staff report. Revised plans that respond to that review are what is proposed to the
Landmark Commission and have been submitted for the BZA’s next meeting on June 7, 2022.
Staff Recommendation
The proposed alterations will occur on the Van Aken Boulevard facing side, or rear, of the St. Dominic
School and are not visible from Winslow Road. Although there is precedent for requiring playground
structures to have earth tone colors, Staff does not find this necessary for this proposal due to the lack
of visibility from within the historic district.
The alterations are also detached from the historic building and reversible if desired. It is located
adjacent to the rear of the gymnasium portion of the school. Lastly, the applicant has taken steps to
minimize any adverse impact to the property’s historic character through additional evergreen screening
on the eastern property line, choosing an appropriate playground fence, and selecting a paint color for
the dumpster enclosure that corresponds with the rest of the property.
Based on the above, Staff recommends APPROVAL of the Certificate of Appropriateness as submitted.
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Property Location:
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St. Dominic Church / St Dominic School Submission for Shaker Heights City Landmark
Commission for May 25, 2022 Meeting
Overview
St. Dominic Church / St. Dominic School would like to construct a playground in the south-east corner
of its existing asphalt parking lot (shown below in red) and move dumpsters to a new location in its
parking lot (shown below in blue). All of these changes are in the parking lot facing Van Aken Blvd.
Properties along Van Aken Blvd are not part of a historic district. However, it is our understanding that
we need to submit this information for approval from to the City Landmark Commission since the overall
St. Dominic property is part of the Winslow Historic District due to the portion of its property that faces
Winslow Rd. As shown in the below aerial view, the there is a large gym with >30 feet tall wall that
separates the parking lot from Winslow Rd. This provides significant separation of the historic Winslow
Rd. facing portion of St. Dominic with the Van Aken Blvd facing portion of the campus that includes
the parking lot, dumpsters, and gym. There is a small walkway along the eastern side of the gym that
goes from the parking lot to the Winslow Rd side of the property, but there is a large tree in tree lawn at
the end of that walkway and bushes/planters in the space in-between the St Dominic gym and the
neighboring house on Winslow Rd (which is also owned by St. Dominic). We do not believe the plans
contained in this application will negatively impact the historic character of the Winslow Rd Historic
District. While the new playground will be near the St. Dominic gym, that building is not a historic
building with unique character. It is a typical school gym brick wall with glass block windows.

A detailed Site Plan for the new playground and fenced in dumpster area that is drawn to scale is included
as an attachment after this memo.
The playground’s primary intended use is for St. Dominic School K-8 students, who currently play on
the asphalt parking lot during recess and after-school care hours. The playground would also be used for
a variety of other church and parishioner activities throughout the year. The school has historically roped
off a large coned area of the parking lot during recess and after-care hours to provide a protected area
for students to play. The roped off play area uses over one-third of the parking lot space Monday-Friday
during school recess and after-care hours. There are no play structures on St. Dominic property and no
1

grass areas near the parking lot for kids to play on or to construct small play structures. Less than 1/3 of
the parking lot is used for parked cars during Monday-Friday (i.e., there is significant excess space in
the parking lot that goes unutilized the vast majority of the time). While there are grass areas on the
Winslow Rd facing portion of the St. Dominic property with sufficient room for a smaller playground
structure, we understand that this would more directly impact the historic district character and so have
proposed putting the playground in the Van Aken Blvd facing portion of the property (along with a
variety of other reasons that make this spot a much better fit).
As shown in the attached playground design plan and elevations, the proposed playground is
approximately 63’ x 42’ feet. The design and installation of the proposed playground will be done by
Penchura, LLC (https://penchura.com/), and manufactured by Landscape Structures, Inc
(https://www.playlsi.com/). These two companies also handled the manufacturing, design, and
installation of the new Fernway Elementary School playground. The surface of the playground will be a
soft synthetic turf surface designed for playground use by ForeverLawn. This surface includes a 2”
SafetyFoam Pro pad below the synthetic turf, which can be installed directly on top of the existing asphalt
parking lot. The attached ForeverLawn specification sheet shows the details for this safety turf product
(ULTRA product version circled in red). Ultra is the most durable option for high traffic, it’s antimicrobial, anti-static, and comes with a 15 year warranty. The playground’s top height of the roof will
be 19’. However, the playground’s highest floor that kids would stand on (i.e., maximum fall height) is
just 8’. This matches the floor/roof height design of the Fernway Elementary School playground. The
gym wall is over 30 feet tall and so blocks view of this from Winslow Rd.
We will install a four feet tall black aluminum fence around the perimeter of the playground with three
entrance/exit gates (matching the style to the below right picture).

A row of 18 Nigra Arborvitae will be planted in the existing mulch beds along the eastern property line
to shield views of the playground and dumpster fencing from the neighboring apartment building. There
is already a row of large, mature, >30 feet tall trees along the eastern property line that block the view
for part of the year, and the addition of Arborvitae evergreens would help block views year-round.
Pictures of the existing mature trees are shown near the end of this memo. The Nigra Arborvitae will be
6 feet tall when planted but then can grow to over 15 feet. However, the height of the trees will be
restricted by the branches of the existing mature trees in that area and so St. Dominic’s third-party
landscape firm will trim the Arborvitae as needed to ensure they don’t grow into the branches above
them. The below picture on the left is an example picture of Arborvitae. The below picture is a row of
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five Nigra Arborvitae that are already along a small portion of the eastern property line along the gym
wall. This line will be continued all the along the eastern property line where the playground and
dumpsters will be. The below trees are 10 feet tall.

The dumpsters used for the school and church are currently located in the south-east corner of the parking
lot (as shown below).

This area will be covered by the new playground and, therefore, the dumpsters will need to be moved.
The ideal spot to relocate the dumpsters is to an existing side corner in the parking lot that is hidden from
view of Van Aken Blvd by an existing large landscaping bed with large evergreen trees and other
landscaping. That corner area is 19 feet deep (which is far more than the proposed 12 feet depth of the
new dumpster fenced in area). The new proposed area for the dumpsters would actually be smaller than
the existing dumpster footprint since St. Dominic has several extra dumpsters that are not utilized and
will be removed.
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New proposed
dumpster
location
Existing
dumpster
location

New proposed
dumpster
location
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Note: The above corner is 19 feet deep whereas the fenced in area will be 12 feet deep. Therefore, the dumpster
will be tucked into the corner and shielded from street view by the landscaping (plus there will be a 6 feet tall
wooden fence around it). The above referenced Nigra Arborvitae evergreen trees will be planted east of the
dumpster areas in an existing mulched area to shield view from the neighboring apartment building. It should be
noted that the neighboring apartment building already has the same view of the dumpsters in their existing
location. Therefore, there is no negative impact to the neighboring building. In addition, there are large trees that
have leaves providing coverage for the majority of the year (although not shown in this picture since this was
taken during the winter). See pictures later in this memo for a display of the tree coverage provided to the
neighboring building for the majority of the year outside of the winter.
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New dumpster
location
hidden behind
these trees in
the corner

Note: This is a view from the sidewalk along Van Aken looking south into the parking lot.

This below picture from Google Maps shows the view from the neighboring property looking into the St.
Dominic area where the dumpsters will be located. This photo is from the summer and, therefore, shows how
the existing tree leaves provide significant coverage of the view into the St Dominic parking lot where the
dumpsters will be located (plus we will plant the additional above referenced evergreen trees to provide more
coverage). In fact, you can barely see the parking lot in this picture.

This below picture from Google Maps also shows the tall existing tree coverage along the east side of
parking lot. In this picture, you can barely even see the neighboring apartment building from the parking
lot.
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The dumpsters would be shielded by a new six feet tall wooden fence with gates that would be installed
on the western side – matching the fencing design shown in this below picture of the dumpsters enclosure
at Woodbury Elementary School.

The below picture is another example of the fence style and size that would be installed at St. Dominic,
which is the same style as the above picture of Woodbury Elementary School. It would be painted white
to match the white trim color on various buildings throughout the St Dominic property.
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The new dumpster fenced-in area would be approximately 12 feet deep (east-west) and 28 feet wide
(north-south) in order to leave extra room in-between and in front/behind the dumpsters. The width
would be filled with 1 large recycling container dumpster and two garbage dumpsters (similar to the
three container set-up shown in the above Woodbury Elementary School picture). The wooden fence
would be painted white to match the white trim color that is common throughout the St. Dominic
property (as shown below).

St. Dominic considered a brick fence with gates, but that would be far more costly, entail much more
construction, and take up more space since a brick wall will be thicker than a wooden fence. A wooden
fence similar to the one shown above at Woodbury Elementary School can be easily installed on an
existing asphalt parking lot. Installing a brick wall will likely require excavation of the asphalt parking
lot for footers and risks disturbing the nearby landscaping beds and damaging the parking lot surface.
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Memorandum
To:

Members of the Landmark Commission

From:

Daniel Feinstein, Senior Planner

Date:

May 17, 2022

Re:

Certificate of Appropriateness: 18506 Winslow Road—Glass Block Windows. Brandon
Pfeiffer, property owner.

Meeting:

May 25, 2022

18506 Winslow Road

Background & Proposal
This Winslow Road property was built in 1925 and designed by the architect Arthur Emil Keller. The
property is located within the Winslow Road Historic District; which was established in 2007.
The applicant proposes to replace four above-grade metal basement windows with new glass block
windows. The majority of basement windows on the property are already glass block windows and were
installed prior to the historic district’s designation. The existing glass block windows have a diamond
pattern, while the four new glass block windows are proposed to be smooth.
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The applicant has presented two design options for the new glass block windows and has noted their
preference for the option on the left (see photo below). The new windows will be 34”x14” in order to
maximize filling the current openings. The applicant has also noted that two of the four windows will be
vented.

Option 1
(preferred)

Option 2

Photos of the existing windows and details for the proposed glass block windows are included in the
meeting packet.
Landmark Commission Design Guidelines
The Landmark Commission Design Guidelines do not speak specifically to basement windows and/or
glass block windows, but mention the following regarding windows in general:
“Windows are a significant feature of any house. Many houses in Shaker Heights have leaded glass
windows or other customized window treatments. Retain the original windows on your house whenever
possible. Retain, repair, and reuse the original openings and trim, including sash, glass, lintels and sills,
doors, pediments, and hardware.”
“If existing windows cannot be preserved, new windows should match the size, type, color, and sash
profile of the original windows.”
Landmark Commission Precedent
Staff have administratively approved many below-grade glass block windows for Winslow Road
properties; however, formal review by the Landmark Commission is required for all above-grade
windows. The Landmark Commission has reviewed and approved the following above-grade glass block
windows on Winslow Road:
1. 19615 Winslow Road – June 23, 2010
2. 19303 Winslow Road – June 23, 2010
Both these applications were approved with the following three (3) conditions:
(1) Glass blocks shall be smooth.
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(2) Glass blocks shall be installed in the same location as the existing windows, set back one brick width.
(3) Glass blocks shall fill the existing opening to the greatest extent possible. The applicant is required to
submit a dimensioned glass block layout plan for approval by staff.
3. 18004 Winslow Road – February 22, 2017
This application was approved with the following four (4) conditions:
(1) Glass blocks shall be smooth.
(2) Glass blocks shall be installed in the same location as the existing windows, set back one brick width.
(3) Glass blocks shall fill the existing opening to the greatest extent possible. The applicant is required to
submit a dimensioned glass block layout plan for approval by staff.
(4) Glass blocks shall be, if possible and within reason, a simple glass block without mottling.
Architectural Board of Review
ABR generally reviews all above ground windows. ABR does allow above grade basement windows to
be replaced with glass block windows that are not directly visible to the street. This is reviewed as an
administrative review process. Basement windows facing the street do require formal review at a
meeting. Staff is not aware of any precedent for street facing basement glass block windows being
approved by ABR.
Staff Recommendation
Based on existing precedent of Landmark Commission approval for above-grade, glass block basement
windows, Staff recommends APPROVAL of the Certificate of Appropriateness with the following three
(3) conditions:
1. Glass Block Option 1, with smooth glass, shall be installed.
2. Glass blocks shall be installed in the same location as the existing windows, set back one brick
width.
3. Glass blocks shall fill the existing opening to the greatest extent possible. The applicant is
required to submit a dimensioned glass block layout plan for approval by staff.
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Property Location:
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A

LANDMARK COMMISSION APPLICATION FORM
3400 LEE ROAD

CITY OF SHAKER HEIGHTS

Property Address:

3401 Fairmount Blvd

Cleveland Heights

Ohio

State:

Brandon Pfeiffer

Cleveland Heights

Brief description of work to be done:

Zip:

44118

216-904-6564

Phone No:

3401 Fairmount Blvd

Address of Applicant:
City:

Phone No:

3401 Fairmount Blvd

Property Owner’s Address (if different):

Name of Applicant:

APPLICATION

Receipt No:

Brandon Pfeiffer

Property Owner:

City:

SHAKER HEIGHTS, OH 44120

Fax No:

Ohio

State:

Zip:

44118

Replace four broken metal frame basement windows with
glass bock.

N/A

Square footage of addition:

Brandon Pfeiffer

Name of person(s) who will represent this submission before the board:

bjoepfeiffer@gmail.com

E-Mail Address:

PR OJ E CT INF ORMA T I O N
I N FORMATION ACCOMPAN YIN G TH IS APPL IC ATION :

Site Plan
Floor Plan(s)
Foundation Plan(s)
Elevation(s)

PLANS SUBMITTED FOR:

Cross Section(s) & Construction Details
Color Photographs
Material Samples/Manufacturer’s Literature
Fee

Initial Submission
Resubmission
Preliminary Review
Staff Review

All submissions must be complete and accurate at the time of application. When plans are submitted, staff will inform the
will not consider any submission without a representative present.

05/05/2022
SIGNATURE

DATE

FOR INTERNAL
USE ONLY

Check this box to verify that a pre-application meeting with staff for technical assistance and review of the Landmark
Commission Application Procedures document has been completed. The application will not be considered complete
without a pre-application meeting.

ZONING REVIEW

Approved

SIGNATURE

COMMENTS

ARCHITECTURAL BOARD OF REVIEW

Not Approved

Not Req’d

DATE

Approved

SIGNATURE

Not Approved

Not Req’d

DATE

COMMENTS

LANDMARK COMMISSION

Approved

Not Approved

SIGNATURE

COMMENTS

T : 216.491.1430

F: 2 1 6 . 4 9 1 . 1 4 31

Not Req’d

DATE

To whom it may concern,
I, Brandon Pfeiffer, owner of the property at 18506 Winslow Road in Shaker Heights, would like
to replace four broken metal frame basement windows at the property. My tenant noticed that
the current windows are only hanging on by the top of the frame, and that they swing inward at
the touch. This is a bad situation for the basement in terms of accessibility for animals and
water, and is even worse for the safety of my tenants.
We would like to replace these windows with glass block because these are the only four
basement windows at the property that are not yet glass block. Both of the neighboring
properties also have glass block windows in their basements.
We have contracted Cleveland Glass Block to replace the windows, attached is their quote of
the job. They cannot match the existing glass block windows exactly because they do not make
that style of window. If it is necessary, we can have them replace all of the glass block
windows so that they all match and look a lot better than they do today, but that will more than
double our cost.
Instead of the pictured diamond pattern of the existing windows, the new ones will be smooth
and better fill the space. The current windows are 32 inches while the space is actually 34
inches. Cleveland Glass Block will be filling that additional space with the new windows.
Thank you for the chance to present my case to the Landmark Commission.
Sincerely,

Brandon Pfeiffer

Current Broken Windows

Current broken windows Image 2.
Shown next to an already inserted glass
block window.

Current Glass Block Windows.
You can see they are not as wide as the
opening. New windows would better fill the
space.

Current glass block image 2

Two design options for new windows. We
prefer the left side. All windows would be
34X14 inches to maximize filling the current
opening. Two of the four windows would be
vented (one with a dryer vent), and the other
two windows would have no vent.

Memorandum
To:

Landmark Commission Members

From:

Joyce G. Braverman, Planning Director
Daniel Feinstein, Senior Planner

cc:

Mayor David E. Weiss
Chief Administrative Officer Jeri E. Chaikin

Date:

May 25, 2022

Re:

Discussion on Ordinance that Permanently Allows Virtual Public Meetings and
Rules of Conduct

As you know, since early 2021 the City has been adopting ordinances to allow virtual meetings of public
bodies (i.e. Council, Committees, BZA/CPC, SHDC, ABR, Board of Appeals, etc.).
These ordinances had expiration dates for the authority, with the most current expiration date being April 8th.
Recently, City Council adopted a codified ordinance to permanently allow virtual meetings. So there will be no
more expiration dates for this authority, and no need for Council to regularly pass this type of legislation.
Council also adopted revised Rules of Conduct for meetings which also have no expiration date, so they will
continue until changed by Council.
The Rules continue, with slight modification, the previously passed Rules going back to April 2021, which are
as follows:
1.

All regular monthly Council work sessions and meetings, held generally on the 2nd and 4th Monday
evenings of each month, respectively, shall be held at Council Chambers in City Hall (subject to change
of location as necessary due to the unavailability of Council Chambers or for other reasonable cause,
as determined by the Mayor and/or Council).

2.

Except as permitted in Section 4, all members of Council must attend all regular monthly Council work
sessions and meetings in-person in order to be counted for a quorum and to vote at such meetings. In
order to preside at regular meetings held in-person, the Mayor as Chairperson shall be in attendance
in-person. If the Mayor is not able to attend in-person, then the Vice Mayor shall preside at such
meeting, or other Member of Council as designated by the Mayor.

3.

All special meetings of City Council, meetings of Council Committees, and all meetings of all other City
public bodies, shall be held virtually, unless and until the Mayor and the Chairperson of a particular public body
determines to hold in-person meetings, or hybrid in-person and virtual meetings. Any such meetings shall comply
with Chapters 113 and 115 as to public notice and public attendance.

4.

The Mayor, with the concurrence of the Vice Mayor, may waive some or all of the requirements set
forth in paragraphs 1 and 2 above, to allow a regular monthly Council work session and/or meeting to
be held virtually, or both in-person and virtually (a) due to a health or other emergency in order to

protect the health and safety of Council members, City staff and/or the public, or (b) due to any other
extraordinary circumstance for an individual Council Member or the Mayor, as determined by the
Mayor and Vice Mayor.
The Landmark Commission is asked to consider a few items related to these meeting rules.
1. Does this Committee want to hold in person meetings or hybrid meetings moving forward?
2. If the Committee choses hybrid meetings, can a member appear virtually and vote as related to
quorum?
3. Also, if a committee member is permitted to attend virtually, are they required to be on camera or can
they use a phone off camera?
It is recommended that the Landmark Commission discuss the questions above and come to a decision that
will be considered by the Law Department with regard to Rule changes for public bodies.
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Memorandum
To:

Members of the Landmark Commission

From:

Daniel Feinstein, Senior Planner

Date:

5/17/2022

Re:

Landmark Commission Staff Approval Report: March 18, 2022 – May 16, 2022

Meeting:

5/25/2022

Staff Approvals
Landmark Commission has the authority to direct some approvals to staff for administrative
review. The following staff approvals occurred since the previous staff approval report in March
2022.
Date

Address

4/7/2022

4/11/2022

5/10/2022

19442
Winslow
Road
13800 Fairhill
Road Unit
#101
18500
Parkland
Drive

Type

Window
Replacement
Window
replacement

Rear patio

Color

Brown
(match
existing)
White
(match
existing)

Manufacturer

Material

Notes

Pella

Wood

Replacing 4
windows

Window
World

Vinyl

Beacon Hill

Flagstone

11 windows, per
2001 LC approval
Rear patio
replacement and
extension
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